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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 


GOWER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1937. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area — 38,102  Acres. 

Population — 10,430  Estimated. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £1 04  1 5s.  7d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  year,  1937) — 2,663. 

Social  Conditions. 

Industries,  mostly  Agricultural,  Cattle  and  Sheep  Farming,  with  a little 
Milk  Production.  The  only  industry  in  the  Western  Area  is  Agricultural. 
In  the  South  Eastern  part  of  the  Area,  Market  Gardening  is  carried  on  in  a 
fairly  extensive  way  and  in  the  North  Eastern  Area  the  most  populous.  Coal 
Mining  is  the  principal  Industry.  In  this  Area  Cockle  (Shell  fish]  Picking  is 
an  industry  principally  carried  on  by  the  women  of  Penclawdd;  it  must  be 
a particularly  healthy  occupation,  for  the  gatherers  of  cockles  present  a 
robustness  much  to  be  envied. 

There  are  no  industries  dangerous  to  health  other  than  Coal  Mining 
in  the  Area,  and  the  Mines  are  being  worked  out  causing  distress  in  this 
part  of  the  Area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total.  M.  F. 

Live  births — ^Legitimate  140  75  65  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
— ^Illegitimate  10  1 resident  population,  13.4. 


Stillbirths — ^Legitimate...  5 2 3 Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

Illegitimate  0 0 0 births,  13.9. 


Deaths  ...  ...  •••  121  69  52 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Rierperal  Causes  ... 


Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 
population,  10.6. 

..  Nil. 

„ Nil, 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  Year  of  Age. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births — rate  49.8. 
No  Illegitimate  infants  died. 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  Nil. 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) — Nil. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — ^No  change.  Pathological  specimens  at  Swansea 
Hospital.  Food,  Water  and  Milk  examined  by  County  Analyst,  The 
Parade,  Cardiff. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Gowerton  St.  John’s  Ambulance  is  available  for  the 
Area ; Swansea  Borough  Ambulance  available  for  Infectious  disease. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — ^No  change.  No  extension  of  the  usual  service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  are  no  treatment  centres  in  the  Area  ; 
there  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Penclawdd  and  Dunvant,  where 
infants  are  weighed  and  mothers  are  given  advice  talks. 

Hospitals. — No  change  ; no  Hospitals  in  Area.  Infectious  disease  at  Swansea 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital ; Medical  and  Surgical  at  Swansea  General 
and  Eye  Hospital ; Maternity  Cases  at  Glamorgan  Public  Assistance 
Dept.,  Penrhiwtyn  Infirmary,  Neath,  also  Swansea  Borough  Maternity 
Hospital. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. — The  Council  has  decided  to  pay  Mid- 
wifery fees  for  cases  whose  maternal  benefit  has  ceased  under  the 
Health  Insurance  Act,  also  to  appoint  a Specialist  in  Midwifery  for 
the  Area. 

Institutional  Provisions,  Mothers  or  Children. — ^Nothing  provided,  except  see 
Hospitals. 

Health  Visitor. — The  Council  had  no  Health  Visitor  except  for  a period  from 
1st  March  to  16th  June,  1937,  consequently  the  work  in  the  Area  was 
considerable 


Health  Visitor.- — One  Health  Visitor  employed.  She  made  the  following 
visits  during  the  period  : — 


Ante  natal  visits 
First  visits  within  48  hours  . . . 
Re-visits  to  Children  under  1 year 
Visits  to  children  1 — 5 years  ... 


6 

24 

38 

40 


Total  visits  for  period  ...  ...  ...  108 


Mid  wives  practising  in  area  ...  5 trained. 


3 


There  are  Ttwo  'Welfare  Centres,  one  at  Dunvant,  the  other  at 
Penclawdd,  open  every  alternate  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  hours 
3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Number  of  babies  tended  during  the  year : — 

Penclawdd,  920  ; Dunvant,  716. 

Children  Act,  1908. — ^No  change. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — ^At  present  this  is  undertaken  by  the  Swansea 
General  Hospital,  who  have  an  Orthopaedic  Department. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  Area. 

Water. — The  only  change  that  has  occurred  to  the  existing  arrangement 
is  the  addition  of  a spring  to  augment  the  Penclawdd  supply  from 
Cefn  Bryn. 

Six  analyses  of  the  different  water  supplies  were  taken  and  were 
quite  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  contamination. 

Closet  Accommodation. — ^No  change.  There  are  no  populous  areas  in  the 
district. 

Public  Cleansing. — House  refuse  is  collected  by  horse  and  cart  and  dumped 
and  buried  in  waste  areas. 

Privies. — Emptied  by  horse  and  drum  and  deposited  on  farm  land,  together 
with  ashes  from  houses. 

Cesspools. — ^The  Council  do  not  do  this  work. 

Schools. — ^The  Cleansing  and  Sanitary  conditions  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
the  water  supply  not  so  satisfactory. 


Inspection  of  Area. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS. 

Premises  Inspection.  Written  Notices.  Proceedings  taken. 

Workshops  ...  44  4 Nil. 


WORKSHOPS.  Defects  found.  Remedied. 
Insufficient  Sanitary 

Accommodation  2 2 

Want  of  Cleanliness  0 0 


Proceedings  taken. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Nuisances  abated  during  the  Year 


Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Slaughterhouses...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Lack  of  Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cesspools  overflowing  ...  ...  ...  4 

Foui  Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  in  the  Area.  None  are  needed 
as  we  are  partly  surrounded  by  the  sea. 

No  action  has  been  taken  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs.  I am 
informed  the  Area  fairly  free  from  these  pests. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

(1) — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year — 

(o)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  260 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  325 

(2)  (a)  Number  oi  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil. 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


(2)  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(3)  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17, 18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — ^Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Section  19  and  21  of  Housing  Act,  1930 — ^Nil. 
Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 — ^Nil. 

All  action  in  connection  with  Housing  is  taken  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1930. 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during  the  Year  Ended  Dec.  31st,  1937. 

(а)  No.  of  houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  1937  ...  39 

(б)  No.  partly  completed  during  the  year  1937  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  No.  for  which  plans  were  passed  but  not  commenced  during 

the  year  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Milk  Supply. 

More  Farmers  are  producing  milk  for  sale  and  their  cowsheds  and  dairies 
are  becoming  more  up  to  date.  Every  year  90  Farms  are  producing  milk  in 
the  Area.  Inspection  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  take  place  periodically,  and 
samples  for  bacterial  examinations  are  taken  ; no  action  has  been  necessary. 

Meat. 

Slaughterhouses  are  well  kept.  Two  carcases  were  condemned  on 
account  of  Tuberculosis. 


Shell  Fish. 


There  are  rather  extensive  cockle  fish  beds  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Loughor 
Estuary.  These  beds  are  regularly  fished  by  the  people  of  Penclawdd. 
I have  never  had  any  complaints  of  Bacterial  pollution.  The  shell  fish  are 
disposed  of  locally. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  a few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  9 of  which  were  sent  to 
Hospital.  The  Area  has  been  fairly  fortunate  as  there  has  been  no  out- 
standing epidemic  only  Sporadic  case  from  outside  infection.  I get  no 
intimation  of  disease  from  the  Schools  ; no  action  taken  as  regards  artificial 
immimization. 


Analysis  of  Total  Notified  under  Group  Ages. 


No  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neanatorum  notified  during  the  year. 

One  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  sent  to  Hospital ; all  affected  premises  are 
disinfected  ; 1 case  of  Typhoid. 

No  vaccinations  performed  by  M.O.H. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

; 1 

0 

Diphtheria  

12 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  

7 

0 

0 

Typhoid  

1 1 

> 1 

0 

Cancer. 


There  does  not  appear  to  be  a greater  incidence  of  Cancer  than  formerly. 
The  average  of  six  years  taken  haphazard  from  the  year  1912  being  8.5 
deaths,  and  this  year  there  are  15  deaths.  There  is  no  doubt  that  people 
are  much  more  ready  now  to  offer  themselves  for  examination  than  formerly, 
and  so  enhance  the  chances  of  a cure. 

No  special  investigations  have  been  undertaken  regarding  Cancer. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neanatorum  notified  during 
the  year,  and  treatment  for  all  eye  cases  occurring  in  the  District  are  treated 
at  the  Swansea  Eye  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  persons  notified  during  the  year  are  employed  in  the  Milk  trade  ; no 
action  has  been  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year,  1937. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 


Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonanry.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 


M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

...  — 

— ... 

— ... 

1 — byears 

...  — 

— ... 

— ... 

5—10  „ 

...  — 

...  1 

— ... 

— ... 

10—15  „ 

...  — 

— ... 

— ... 

15—20  „ 

...  — 

— ... 

2 

— ... 

20—25  „ 

...  — 

— 1 

1 

— ... 

25—35  „ 

...  3 

...  — 

!!!  i 

— 1 

— ... 

35—45  „ 

...  — 

...  1 

— 1 

— ... 

45—55  „ 

...  — 

— 1 

— ... 

55—65  „ 

!!!  i 

...  — 

— ... 

— ... 

65  and  upwards  . . . 

...  — 

1 

— ... 

1 

— ... 

Totals 

...  4 

0 — 

1 3 

— 4 

4 

— 0 

0 

Ratio  of  non-notified  to  total  deaths  — equal. 
No  excessive  mortality  in  any  district. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  V.  MORETON. 


TAAUE  I.— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1937  and  previous  years. 


Name  of  District — GOWER  RURAL. 


Year. 

1 

Population 

b*  estimated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the 
District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Death 
to  the  ] 

LS  belonging 
District,. 

Un- 

correc- 

ted. 

3 

Nett, 

of  Non-Residents 

00  registered  in 

the  District. 

of  Residents  not 

registered  in 

the  District. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all 

ages. 

No. 

4 

Rate. 

5 

No. 

6 

Rate 

7 

No. 

10 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

nett 

births 

11 

No. 

12 

Rate 

13 

1928 

10170 

157 

157 

15.4 

103 

10.1 

11 

12 

! 

1 

1 

13  ! 

82.8 

104 

10.2 

1929 

10220 

128 

128 

12.4 

105 

10.2 

5 

9 

4 

31.2 

109 

10.6 

1930 

10220 

146 

146 

14.2 

no 

10.7 

. — 

— . 

8 

54.7 

no 

10.7 

1931 

10600 

143 

143 

14.8 

114 

11.8 

. — 

— 

9 

62.9 

114 

11.8 

1932 

9520 

126 

126 

13.2 

no 

11.5 

— 

— 

4 

31.7 

no 

11.5 

1933 

9580 

110 

no 

11.4 

112 

11.6 

— 

— 

8 

72.7 

112 

11.6 

1934 

9840 

139 

139 

14.1 

117 

11.9 

— 

— 

9 

64.7 

117 

11.4 

1935 

10100 

120 

120 

11.8 

no 

10.3 

— 

— 

5 

41.6 

116 

10.9 

1936 

10  no 

152 

152 

14.6 

104 

9.9 

— 

— 

8 

52.6 

118 

10.8 

1937 

10430 

141 

141 

13.4 

121 

11.1 

7 

49.8 

141 

10.6 

TABLE  II. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1937.— Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  ase. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 Week. 

1 to  2 
Weeks. 

2 to  3 
Weeks. 

3 to  4 
Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 Weeks. 

4 Weeks  to 

3 Months. 

3 to  6 
Months. 

6 to  9 
Months. 

9 to  12 
Months. 

Totals  under 

1 1 Year. 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Malformation  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  

2 

2 

Total 

3 

3 

3 

1 

7 

table  III, 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

bo  All  ages. 

Under 

Od  , 

1 year. 

1 and  under  1 

2 years.  I 

2 and  under 

Or 

5 years. 

_ 5 and  under 

15  years. 

15  and  under  1 

25  years.  1 

25  and  under  1 

^ 45  years.  1 

^ 45  and  under 

65  years. 

H-  65  years  1 

® and  upwards  1 

CQ 

1 

o 

H 
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Diphtheria  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza  ...  

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

System  

7 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  

15 

9 

6 

16 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Heart  Disease 

25 

1 

4 

20 

26 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

3 

3 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  ... 

9 

4 

5 

9 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

7 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Bronchitis  

7 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Other  respiratory  di  seases  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

1 

2 

6 

8 

Digestive  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

3 

Suicide  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Death  by  Violence 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Senility  

5 

5 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

11 

121 

7 ! 

1 

0 ! 

1 

i 

2 i 

i 

2 

4 

11 

28 

67 

121 

